
I N F O R M A T I O N  F O R  T H E  P A T I E N T

203395

PrAPO-KETO
Ketoprofen Capsules BP

PrAPO-KETO-E
Ketoprofen Enteric-coated Tablets

PrAPO-KETO SR
Ketoprofen Sustained-release Tablets

Ketoprofen (kee-toe-PROE-fen) which has been prescribed to you by your
doctor, is one of a large group of nonsteroidal anti-inflammatory drugs
(NSAIDs) and is used to treat the symptoms of certain types of arthritis.  It
helps to relieve joint pain, swelling, stiffness, and fever by reducing the
production of certain substances (prostaglandins) and helping to control
inflammation and other body reactions.

APO-KETO may also be used for treating mild to moderate acute pain,
including menstrual cramps.

HOW TO USE THIS MEDICINE

You should take APO-KETO only as directed by your doctor.  Do not take more
of it, do not take it more often, and do not take it for a longer period of time
than your doctor ordered.

Be sure to take APO-KETO regularly as prescribed.  In some types of arthritis,
up to two weeks may pass before you feel the full effects of this medicine.
During treatment your doctor may decide to adjust the dosage according to
your response to the medication.

If you are taking APO-KETO enteric-coated tablets (APO-KETO-E) or APO-
KETO sustained-release tablets (APO-KETO SR), take them preferably one to
two hours before meals or at least two hours after meals.  Swallow your
tablets whole.  Do not break, crush, or chew them.

If you are taking APO-KETO capsules, take them immediately after a meal or
with food to lessen stomach upset.  If stomach upset (indigestion, nausea,
vomiting, stomach pain or diarrhea) occurs and continues, contact your
doctor.

IF YOU MISS A DOSE

If you miss a dose of APO-KETO capsules or enteric-coated tablets, take it as
soon as possible.  However, if it is almost time for your next dose, skip the
missed dose and go back to your regular schedule.

If you take APO-KETO SR tablets once a day and if you miss a dose and
remember within 8 hours, take it right away and then resume your regular
dosing schedule.  NEVER DOUBLE DOSES.

IMPORTANT NOTICE

Do not take ASA (acetylsalicylic acid), ASA-containing compounds or other
drugs used to relieve symptoms of arthritis while taking APO-KETO unless
directed to do so by your physician.

If you are prescribed this medication for use over a long period of time, your
doctor will check your health during regular visits to assess your progress
and to ensure that this medication is not causing unwanted effects.

Along with its beneficial effects, APO-KETO like other NSAIDs may cause
some undesirable reactions.  Elderly, frail or debilitated patients often seem to
experience more frequent or more severe side effects.  Although not all of
these side effects are common, when they do occur they may require medical
attention.  Check with your doctor immediately if any of the following are
noted:

• bloody or black tarry stools;

• shortness of breath, wheezing, any trouble in breathing or tightness in the 
chest;

• skin rash, swelling, hives or itching;

• indigestion, nausea, vomiting, stomach pain or diarrhea;

• yellow discolouration of the skin or eyes, with or without fatigue;

• any changes in the amount or colour of your urine (such as dark; red or 
brown);

• swelling of the feet or lower legs;

• blurred vision or any visual disturbance;

• mental confusion, depression, dizziness, lightheadedness, hearing 
problems.

ALWAYS REMEMBER

Before taking this medication tell your doctor and pharmacist if you:

• are allergic to APO-KETO or other related medicines of the NSAID group 
such as acetylsalicylic acid, diclofenac, diflunisal, fenoprofen, flurbiprofen, 
ibuprofen, indomethacin, mefenamic acid, piroxicam, sulindac, tiaprofenic 
acid or tolmetin;

• have a history of stomach upset, ulcers, or liver or kidney diseases;

• are pregnant or intend to become pregnant while taking this medication;

• are breast feeding;

• are taking any other medication (either prescription or non-prescription);

• have any other medical problem(s).

While taking this medication:

• tell any other doctor, dentist or pharmacist that you consult or see, that you 
are taking this medication;

• be cautious about driving or participating in activities that require alertness 
if you are drowsy, dizzy or lightheaded after taking this medication;

• check with your doctor if you are not getting any relief or if any problems 
develop.

• report any untoward reactions to your doctor.  This is very important as it 
will aid in the early detection and prevention of potential complications.

Your regular medical checkups are essential.

If you require more information on this drug, consult your doctor or
pharmacist.
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